OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER 9TH AFA Inc.

327" FIGHTER CONTROL SQUADRON MAKES ITS OWN HISTORY

Story Behind Recent Find Shows Cold War Began on V-E Day 1945
By Major Fenmore R. Seton, USAF (Ret.)

Weimar, East Germany - 1961

Paper is at this time a precious commodity,
and the Communist government recycles
every available scrap. Those who collect and
turn it in receive a modest reimbursement.
Members of the Communist Youth
Organization known as the Young Pioneers,
seeking to earn a few marks while
performing a patriotic duty, go from house
to house collecting as much paper as
they can.

One Young Pioneer, Gerolf Zahn, while
picking up donations from an elderly couple
comes upon an interesting bound
manuscript in their pile of old books. Itis
illustrated with group photographs of young
U.S. Army Air Corps officers and airmen.
With his very limited English, Gerolf opens
to the dedication and reads:

"This is dedicated to all the little guys who
didn't need to be told that man should walk
in dignity and in justice and in peace. It is
dedicated to the smaller things like mail
from home, and the larger things like the
steadfast faith of the people back home. It is
dedicated to our Allies, too, because we’re
all in this thing together.”

Intrigued, Gerolf decides to keep his find.

* * * * *

North Haven, Connecticut - 2000
On a December afternoon, while reading
with interest the fall issue of the quarterly

Newsletter (The Ninth Flyer) published by

the Ninth Air Force Association, | spotted a

small Editor's query asking whether any
reader had knowledge of a volume printed
in Weimar entitled "Record of the
327" Fighter Control Squadron™?

Memories long-buried wrenched into life,
because there is nobody now alive who
knows more about the origins of that volume
than |. With help from the editor of The
Ninth Flyer, | was directed to Bernd Smith of
Weimar, Germany, a collector of WW II
memorabilia and head of the German
chapter of the U.S. Veterans Friends
Germany. E-mailing back and forth, Bernd
and | stitched together the fabric of a
compelling story. What it showed, unnoticed
in the celebrations of victory on May 8, 1945
"V-E Day”, was that even as the Allies in
Europe were exultantly hoisting flags of
victory, the Cold War had already begun!
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On V-E Day, | was a first lieutenant serving
with the 327" Fighter Control Squadron
(327" FCS), known to Ninth Air Force pilots
by the code name of Sweepstakes. From oul
mobile Command and Control center ir
Weimar we were engaged in close ai
support for the U.S. ground forces a shoi
distance ahead. We still maintained ou

battle stations for the weeks followin

V-E Day --- but with the enemy routed, ther

was much lessened activity and we had ot

first free time in almost two years.






